SERVICIOS DEL PROGRAMA

Los servicios de PAAT son disponibles gratis a
personas con impedimentos que pueden o
podridn mantener o aprovechar su condicion
con el uso de tecnologia ayudante. Tanto ni-
Nnos como adultos califican para estos servicios
a través del estado de Nuevo México. Estos
servicios incluyen:

Informacidén, consejo y recomendacion
sobre servicios de tecnologia ayudante.

Abogacia individual

Promover mejoramiento en los sistemas
de entrega de servicios

Instruccidn por si mismo y a grupos
en abogacia

Negociaciones o mediacion en su favor

Servicios legales para vistas administrativas
o actas del corte

Office locations:

1720 Louisiana Blvd NE, Suite 204
Albuquerque, NM 87110
Phone: (505) 256-3100

Fax: (505) 256-3184
Statewide Toll-free: 1-800-432-4682

932 Gallinas Street
Las Vegas, NM 87701
Phone: (505) 425-5265

Fax: (505) 454-9253

133 Wyatt Drive, Suite | |
Las Cruces, NM 88005
Phone: (575) 541-1305 or

(575) 647-9027
Fax: (575) 647-9056

Website: www.drnm.org

Email: inffo@drnm.org
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PROGRAM PURPOSE

The Protection and Advocacy for Assistive
Technology (PAAT) program helps people with
disabilities to obtain assistive technology (AT)
devices and/or services. It does not provide
devices or services directly but assists individu-
als with disabilities to access assistive technol-
ogy devices and services from funding sources
such as Medicaid, Medicare, Vocational
Rehabilitation, Special Education and private
health insurance companies. PAAT will provide
advocacy assistance to individuals who have
been denied funding or are otherwise having
problems in obtaining AT devices or services.

An AT device is any item, piece of equipment
or product system that is used to increase,
maintain or improve functional capabilities
of individuals with disabilities. Examples are
computer equipment, augmentative/alternao-
tive communication systems, hand controls,
wheelchairs and walking aids, environmental
control devices and aid for daily living and
working.

AT services are any services that directly assist
an individual with a disability in the selection,
acquisition, or use of any assistive technology
device. Examples are functional evaluations,
selecting and customizing AT devices, thera-
pies, and training and technical assistance for
individuals, families and professionals.

PROGRAM SERVICES

Disability Rights New Mexico (DRNM) services
for assistive technology are available free of
charge throughout New Mexico to persons
with disabilities who are, or would be, able to
maintain or improve their functioning through
the use of assistive technology. Both children
and adults are eligible for services.

DRNM services include:

Information, advice and referral about
assistive technology services

Individual case advocacy

Promoting improvements in service
delivery systems

Training individuals and groups in
self-advocacy skills

Negotiating and mediating in disputes or
denials of assistive technology

Legal services in administrative hearings or
court proceedings.

This brochure was developed and printed with fund-
ing provided to DRNM for the PAAT program by the
Rehabilitation Services Administration, U.S. Department
of Education

PROPOSITO DEL PROGRAMA

El programa de Protecciéon y Abogacia para
Aparatos y Tecnologia Ayudante (PAAT) ayu-
da a personas con impedimentos para que
puedan obtener tecnologia ayundante (AT)
y/o servicios. No proveerd aparatos o servi-
cios directamente sino ayudard a personas
a conseguir servicios, aparatos y tecnologia
ayudante de fuentes financieros como Med-
icaid, Medicare, Rehabilitaciéon Vocacional,
Educacion Especial, y companias privadas
de seguridad de salud. Cuando estas agen-
cias han negado fondos a una persona o de
ofra manera se encuentra con problemas en
obtener aparatos o servicios, PAAT le ofrece
ayuda para obtenerlos.

Los aparatos de tecnologia ayudante (AT)
son esos articulos, equipos o sistemas de pro-
ductos disenados para aumentar, mantener
o0 mejorar las capacidades funcionales de
personas con impedimentos. Ejemplos son
equipo de computadorag, sistemas de comu-
nicacion alternativas/aumentativas, controles
de mano, sillas de rueda y aparatos para
caminar, aparatos para control ambiental y
ayuda para vivir y frabajar diaricmente.

Los servicios de AT son aquellos servicios que
ayudan directamente a las personas con
impedimentos con la seleccién, adquisicion,
o el uso de cualquier aparato de tecnologia
ayudante. Ejemplos son evaluaciones funcio-
nales, la seleccion y adaptacion de aparatos
de tecnologia ayudante, terdpia e instruccién
y ayuda técnica para personas, familias, y
profesionales.



